
                              Open Space and Land Acquisition Committee 

             Thursday, May 30th, 2013 Special Meeting Minutes 

                4:00 PM- Municipal Center Assembly Room- Southington, CT 

  

Members Present: All regular members were present with the exception of Mr. 

Champagne and Miss Miceli. Also in attendance was David Lavallee, Acting 

Southington Town Planner and Mike Manware; Assistant Superintendent of Parks for the 

town.  

 

Chair Berkmoes called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM.  

Chairman Berkmoes indicated that he would like the discussion on the Mountain Bike 

Trail be taken out of order and heard first; no objections. Glen Prushinski handed out a 

plan and gave a brief recap of his presentation regarding a mountain bike trail network on 

the Novick Open Space Parcel. Glen is a member of the New England Mountain Bike 

Association and has been a life-long Southington resident. The intent of the mountain 

bike park would be to provide a network of 5-10 miles of narrow, sustainable trails 

throughout the parcel. The construction would be low-impact and favor going around 

trees rather than removing them. The standards set in a “Trail Solutions Manual” would 

be followed and would result in the practices found on other successful trails throughout 

the state and country. Local groups that have shown interest and support of the project 

include the Southington Land Trust, Southington Mountain Bike Search and Rescue 

Club, S.T.E.P.S., Boy Scouts, NEMBA and Activate Southington. Mr. Prushinski is 

currently pursuing a grant through the DEEP and their Recreational Trails Grant 

Program. The Trails Grant is also of interest to the town for foot bridge construction on 

the Novick Parcel and trail extensions from the same onto abutting open space. The 

Town will be pursuing approvals for the bridge construction which will require an Inland 

Wetlands and Floodplain filling permit. Mr. Dick Arnold from Flanders Road had some 

questions regarding the width of the trails and if they will encourage ATV use. Mr. 

Prushinski noted that the trails are only as wide as the handlebars on a mountain bike and 

that there will be choke points between trees that will limit the accessibility of such 

machines. Committee Member Sica added that the area will be used by numerous bikers 

so it is self-policing in that more people would notice any illegal ATV use. Additionally, 

the issue of parking being limited will control the number of likely users and any trailers 

carrying ATV’s will be readily apparent. Committee Member Borowy stated that he 

would like to make sure that the Inland Wetlands Commission has their review as part of 

this process; Mr. Lavallee indicated that the bridge will be a separate permit not 

requested by the Mountain Bike Club, however, there will be minor trail crossings at the 

two intermittent streams perpendicular to Flanders Road. The two crossings should just 

receive some stone on either side of the crossing to limit soil disturbance in the future. 

Mr. Prushinski agreed that this would be done.  Committee Member Borowy questioned 

what type of machinery would be used on site to establish the trails; Mr. Prushinski noted 

that since no trees would be cut, a brush hog to clear vines would be the only machinery 

used. A motion was made by Committee Member Borowy, Seconded by Member Sica 

with all in favor upon a roll call vote to approve the first phase of the project not 

including the bridge; contingent upon securing all other necessary approvals from the 

Town.  



 

The next item on the agenda was a presentation by the Girl Scouts of Troop 66575 for a 

request to perform a service project at Crescent Lake for their Silver Award. Julianna 

Fererri and Kata Erdie presented the proposal. The plan calls for re-marking the Red 

Trail, removing garbage from the site, and repairing an informal footbridge over a stream 

within the property on the Red Trail. Re-marking of the trail will promote continuity with 

the trail system and reduce confusion as some of the blazes along the trail are orange 

while others are red. No concerns were raised by Mr. Manware. A motion to allow the 

project to proceed as presented with the understanding that Mr. Lavallee will approve the 

stream crossing passed unanimously upon a voice vote. The next item on the agenda was 

an update on the Community Gardens; Member Sica stated that the beds are planted and 

the season is off to a good start. The next item on the agenda was Open Space Goals and 

Objectives; this item was passed upon until the next Regular Meeting. No 

Communications were brought forth. The next item; Executive Session, was passed upon 

as well. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Member Sica, Seconded by Mr. Pocock and passed 

with all in favor at 4:35 PM. 

 


